
-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH  of ALTONA-  

Sunday,  November 2 ,  2025,  10:30 am 
 

Seek to live in harmony with all. Do not think you are better than others. 

Walk the road of life with the humble of heart, and do not be wise in your 

own eyes. – Romans 12:16, First Nations Version 
 

A Tentative Schedule: 
 

9:15:  Brunch begins (it’s a potluck so bring some food!) 

9:15-10:15:  Visiting, eating and drinking coffee 

10:15:  Clearing tables 

10:30:  Worship 

10:45:  Sharing from Neill and Edith von Gunten 
 

Closing words and blessing. 
 

 
 

We welcome Neill and Edith von Gunten here this morning.   

Neill and Edith lived and ministered for decades in communities around 

Lake Winnipeg.  They bring a lifetime of experience in following Jesus 

across cultural boundaries, working toward reconciliation,  

and serving the church.   
 

Worship Leading:   Terrell Wiebe 

Music:  Terrell, Janna and Rowan Wiebe 

Children’s Story:  Neill and Edith von Gunten 

__________________________________________________________________ 

November 9. Peace Sunday. Speaker: Mark 

November 16. Speaker: Terrell 

November 23. Memorial Sunday 

CHU RCH ANNOUNCEM ENTS  
 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE –  
 

Hospitalized:  Shirley Schellenberg is in the Altona Health Centre. 
 

Sara Stoesz from our congregation passed away on Oct. 26.  The 

funeral service for Sara was held here on Saturday.  We are invited to 

join in gratitude for her life and to pray for her family. 
 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Peter Schroeder- Nov. 2, Ang Loeppky- Nov. 5,  

Ed Rempel- Nov. 5, Susan (Ben) Dueck- Nov. 7 

 

International Witness:  In the fast-growing Evangelical Mennonite 

Church Vietnam (EMCV), leadership development is a high priority, as 

is establishing a common vision and an Anabaptist identity. Nhien 

Pham and Garry Janzen are Mennonite Church Canada Liaison 

Workers connecting with EMCV. Read more:  

https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/45693. 

 

Today is Virginia’s final Sunday as pastor at ABC. As a 

congregation we want to express our gratitude to Virginia for her 

years of ministry and the many ways she has shared her gifts with 

this congregation. She has led us, cared for us, encouraged us, 

helped many find a home in this congregation, and been a faithful 

example of the love and grace of Christ to us. We hope that Virginia, 

Andrew, Maida, and Cora will experience the guidance and power of 

the Holy Spirit in this time of change. A farewell and celebration is 

being planned for November 30th. 
 

Save the date:  November 30 – Farewell and celebration event for 

Virginia.   
 

- THIS WEEK AT ABC – 

Sun. Nov. 2, 9:15:  Brunch Church 

Tues. Nov. 4, 10:30 am:  Coffee with the church staff 

Wed. Oct. 29, 7-8:15 pm:  Ventures 

Wed. 7-9 pm:   All youth - Taskmaster! Based on the popular 

British gameshow. Teens will work as individuals and groups to 

complete funny, impressive, and random tasks. Who can impress 

the Taskmaster the most?!? 
 

https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/45693


Pastor Mark will be on vacation from November 10-17. You are 

welcome to reach out to Pastor Terrell with any pastoral concerns 

during this time. 
 

The adult Sunday School class has begun studying and discussing 

the book of Acts. The class meets at 9:15 in the church basement. 

Everyone is invited to participate. 
 

Home and World Commission is asking for pie makers and 

volunteers for the November 13 Soup and Pie fundraiser.  There is a 

sign-up sheet for both of these opportunities in the church basement 

(where we are gathered this Sunday).  

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and 

additional community announcements. 
 

 

The Community Exchange is planning a community art show and 

fundraising gala on the evening November 27 called “Stories in 

Colour: Conversations in Motion.” We are seeking artwork 

submissions that represent our core values: Belonging, 

Empowerment, Curiosity, and Collaboration (you can interpret this in 

any creative way, shape, or form). We are open to all forms of art, 

and are hoping we could have work on display for 3 months (until 

the end of February). This might be something already in your 

collection, or something new!  Submissions are accepted until 

November 13th.  Please email Susie at susie@tcealtona.ca. 
 

YFC Altona needs you.  We are looking for volunteers to partner 

with us in reaching youth for Jesus.  You can partner with us by 

volunteering weekly/bi-weekly, providing meals, special projects and 

much more. Contact us for more information!  

stationyfc@gmail.com or 204 324 5659. 
 

CommonWord/CMU Press Book Launch: Wearing a Broken 

Indigene Heart on the Sleeve of Christian Mission – Join us on 

November 5 at 7:00 PM for an evening with author and former 

Moderator of the United Church of Canada, Carmen Lansdowne. 

Together, we explore the question, “If Indigenous hearts are broken 

by Christianity, what is it in Christian theology that is life giving at 

all?” More information and livestream at commonword.ca/go/4284. 

 

FROM THE PASTORS:  Virginia  Gerbrandt Richert  
 

 
Nov 2 marks the end of my time at ABC, after 14 years as your pastor. 

It still feels a bit surreal, and I am not sure if it has fully sunk in yet. You 

have meant so many things to me over the years that it is hard to put 

it into words. We laughed and cried together, dreamed and discerned 

together, debated and played together. And there are many, many 

things and people that I could say thank you for. So, instead of saying 

goodbye just yet, I want to say thank you. 

 

Thank you for the ways that you have loved me, and since love is only 

known through our actions, thank you for the many ways you have 

shown me love and care. Thank you for the ways that you accepted 

me and gave me a space to grow. Thank you for the ways you forgave 

my missteps and encouraged my strengths. Thank you for allowing me 

to walk alongside you in your faith and in your times of need and thank 

you to those who walked alongside me when I was the one in need. 

Thank you to those who comforted me in my times of grief. And thank 

you for supporting and blessing my family as we grew over the years.   

 

At this time my family and I plan to take a break from attending ABC 

worship services. My children will likely still come to Sunday school, so 

you might see Andrew or I around from time to time, but we do not 

yet know what the rest of our Sunday morning routine will look like. In 

the coming weeks (and maybe months) I plan to take some time to 

rest, physically, and mentally. I want to take time to be still, to listen, 

and to discern what God might be calling me to next. I covet your 

prayers and will continue to pray for God’s blessing and strength to be 

with you all.  

 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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