
-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH of  ALTONA- 

Sunday, June 8,  2025, 10:30 am 

CHURCH PICNIC, PENTECOST 
 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit  Acts 2:4a 

 

Gathering 
Welcome Announcements 
Song                                 Mountain of God 
Call to Worship 
Song                                 Be a Sower 
 

Sharing our Stories 
Welcoming new Members 
Congregational Response 
Prayer for the Offering       
Kids Coins and Song       Together 
Children’s Time  
 

Sharing at Christ’s Table 
Communion                                                    
Song                      New Earth, Heavens New 
Prayer for the Church and the World 
 

Looking to Summer/Supporting our Youth 
Camp Sharing                                                 
Sending Song   Now May the Lord of Peace  
Benediction     
  

Worship Leading:  Delores Enns  Music: ABC Ensemble 

Children’s Story: Andrew and Stephanie Rempel 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We are in the midst of a sermon series called Why the Old Testament Matters. 

This series will address questions and misconceptions we have about the Old 

Testament, explore important themes in the Old Testament, and rediscover 

how the Old Testament shapes our faith and life as Christians. 

May 11: Reading Scripture as God’s Story. Speaker: Mark 

May 18: Creation. Speaker: Virginia 

May 25: Fall. Speaker: Mark 

June 1:  Exodus. Speaker: Virginia 

June 8: Church Picnic, Pentecost, Communion 

June 15: God Calls a People. Speaker: Terrell 

June 22: The Old Testament and Jesus. Speaker: Mark 

Everyone is welcome to participate in Communion by sharing the bread 

and cup. You will be served where you are seated in small groups. Please 

raise your hand if you are missed while communion is being served. If you 

require gluten free bread, it is available in the paper cups on each tray.  

Wine is red. Juice is clear. 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE  –  
 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Virginia Gerbrandt Richert- June 9, Herman Kuhl- June 10,  

Larry Rempel- June 12, Al Friesen- June 13, Mike Friesen- June 13,  

Albert Falk- June 14 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A big thank you goes out to all the Sunday School Teachers and 

Ventures leaders and Youth sponsors that gave of their time and energy 

this past year. You have all played a role in planting and watering seeds 

of faith in our young people. 

Sunday School 

Amanda Wiens   Joanna Ginter          

Julie Niemczak   Sharon Friesen           

Tammy Driedger  Byron Loeppky 

Virginia Gerbrandt Richert Andrew Richert 

Lisa Hiebert Penner 
 

Ventures 

Noah Ginter   Heidi Toews 

Joanna Ginter   Ang Loeppky 

Mark Tiessen-Dyck  Myrian Arias 

Lisa Hiebert Penner 
 

Youth 

Stephanie Friesen  Colin Reimer 

Laura Reimer   Terrell Wiebe 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

-  T H I S  W E E K  A T  A B C  –   
Sun. June 8, 10:30 am: Church picnic and lunch fundraiser.  SS is 

done for the year 

Tue. June 10, 10:30 am:  Coffee with the Church staff. 

Tue. June 10: Spiritual Advisory meeting. 

Wed. June 11, 9 am:  Worship and Music meeting. 

Thur. June 12, 8 pm:  Sunday school teachers meeting. 

 
 

 



Our Church is hosting Kelbessa Muleta Demena, Vice President of 

Meserete Kristos Church (MKC, the Mennonite Church in Ethiopia). This 

is an opportunity to hear about God’s activity in Ethiopia and the growth 

of the largest Mennonite denomination in the world. Tuesday, June 24,  

7 pm dessert will be served. 
 

There is a single leaf style earring that was found in Church last Sunday.  

If it is yours, it can be claimed in Ang’s office.   
 

Rejoice Subscriptions:  If you are interested in renewing your Rejoice 

subscription or starting a subscription, please contact Ang in the office.  

The cost is $58.25.  The deadline is Tuesday, June 17. 
 

Small Groups are an opportunity to explore our faith and build 

community within the church. We are hoping to develop the small 

group life of our congregation; if you are interested in being part of a 

small group, talk to one of the pastors. Small groups could take various 

forms including: a men’s group, a group centred on a specific activity or 

issue, or a group focused on getting to know new people. We will be 

doing some discernment and planning over the summer months and 

would like to hear from all those who are interested.   
 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Many of the community announcements have posters in the lobby for 

more extensive information 
 

 

MCM: Light the Fire Funday and Concert at Camp Assiniboia. June 14, Camp 

Assiniboia. Activities starting at 1:30pm, supper (by donation, but please 

register online), music starting at 7:30pm featuring the Janzen Boys. Visit 

camp, meet people, support the projects. More info and to register for 

supper: www.campswithmeaning.org/events  

 

Blood Donor Clinic:  Thursday, June 12 at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre,  

1-7 pm.  Book your appointment:  https://www.blood.ca 

 

Pray for our congregations - Emmanuel Mennonite Church: Pray for 

Emmanuel as we continue to seek out relevant ways to be a faithful 

Anabaptist community and be of service to the community of Winkler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD - VT 11 
 

(Vs. 1) Come, let us go to a place that is pure 

to learn about love and wipe away tears. 

He’ll melt swords of steel and hearts made of stone; 

He’ll set prisoners free and give strangers a home. 
 

(Chorus)  So come, come as you are; 

Oh, come from near and far. 

Oh, come; salvation we’ll taste, 

as we climb the mountain of God. 
 

(Vs. 2)  From each corner and end of the earth, 

we’ll gather together to sing of your worth, 

of blind who can see and weary who rest, 

good news for the poor, freedom for oppressed. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 3)  New life awaits for all who believe, 

all who love mercy, do justice, walk humbly. 

With Christ as our guide, united we’ll be, 

living the kingdom, secure in God’s peace. 

(Chorus) 

 

BE A SOWER  - VT 789 
 

(Vs1)  Be a sower, plant a seed.  Let it grow into a tree. 

Give it water, watch it grow.  And give it the love that it needs                    
 

Chorus:   

Be humble, and gentle, and always keep looking for peace (clap clap)       

 

God makes the sun rise, on the good and the evil.   

Rain fall, on the rocks and the weeds.  Let’s be loving, to one another     

Join in God’s circle of peace.  
 

(Vs 2)  Be a listener, listen close.  When you find a friend in need. 

Talk to Jesus, Jesus knows, and He’ll give you comfort and peace 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs 3)  Be a dreamer, work for peace. Turn your sword into a plough  

With our neighbours, we will seek to make change as God shows us 

how 

(Chorus) 
 

 

 

https://mennochurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ad5b62cc11dbd51616d36b2e2&id=168528a0dd&e=5e15a72b96


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOAH AND JOANNA GINTER 
 

Being born and raised in Altona/Halbstadt, we are blessed to be working 

and raising our family where we both grew up. Noah’s skills as a carpenter 

keep him busy at work with Harv Ginter construction, as well as on hobby 

projects at home and for friends. Joanna is passionate about her work at 

the Altona Hospital where Laboratory work, blood tests and X-rays are her 

specialty. We, along with our daughters Esme, Claire, and Hazel, love 

being a part of the supportive and dynamic faith community at Altona 

Bergthaler Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMES AND SHARON FRIESEN 
 

We have been friends and married most of our lives. We attended school in 

Winkler and graduated from GVCI in 1974.  Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite 

Church was our faith community, where we were baptized and married.  We 

left our jobs and attended CMBC IN 1979-81 where our first child, Jolene, was 

born. After 2 years we ran out of money and decided to move back to our 

home community where our second child, Jonathan, was born into our lives.  

We eventually built a house at Tinker Creek, south of Morden in 1985 and 

there joined a small house church, Pembina Mennonite Fellowship. 

 

Sharon’s career included 17 years as EA and teaching at the Mason one room 

country school down the road from our house, and nine years in public health 

with the Families First program.   Jolene and Jonathan attended and 

graduated from Morden Collegiate.  James’ career involved 36 years with the 

Eden Health Care Services organization, serving in four different capacities.   

Our faith as Anabaptist Mennonites has helped shape our world view and 

influenced the decisions we have made in our lives. Now in semi-retirement, 

having followed our children and grandchildren, we consider ourselves 

blessed to have found a home in the Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church. 

The welcoming warmth of individuals and the strong theological leadership 

of the pastoral team has already enriched our lives. We look forward to 

continuing to worship and work with all of you.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLIN AND LAURA REIMER 
 

Hello, we are Colin and Laura Reimer. We officially moved from Winnipeg 

to Altona in May 2023. Colin works at Elmers Mfg and Laura works at Focal 

Point Comprehensive Vision Care in Morden. Colin has a passion for golf 

while Laura enjoys dancing and will be helping out with the new dance 

studio coming to Altona in the fall of 2025. 
 

Colin and Laura were Senior Youth Sponsors for ABC this past year and 

hope to continue for next year. 

 

 

 

 

NEW EARTH, HEAVENS NEW  - VT 377 
 

(Vs. 1)  New earth, heavens new, Spirit of God moving; 

New seed, creatures new, Spirit of life moving; 

new man, woman new, image of God moving. 
 

Chorus:  Sing a new song to the One who has said, 

"Behold, I make all things new." 
 

(Vs. 2)  New love, mercies new, Spirit of God moving; 

new strength, hopefulness new, Spirit of life moving; 

new name, spirits new, image of God moving. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 3)  New minds, wisdom new, Spirit of God moving; 

new law, covenant new, Spirit of life moving; 

new name, nature new, image of God moving. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 4)  New earth, heavens new, Spirit of God moving; 

new birth, creatures new, Spirit of life moving; 

new men, women new, image of God moving. 

(Chorus)   

 

 

 

 

NOW MAY THE LORD OF PEACE  - Camps with Meaning 
 

Chorus:  Now may the Lord of Peace, give to you peace always. 

In every way, in every place, God is with you. 
 

(Vs. 1)  Graceful birds in the sky, Mighty trees to us cry 

of God’s love and God’s presence with us. 

And we answer that call, when we care for them all 

And reflect back the love that we must 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 2)  In the days that go by, we are all called to try 

To be kind and make choices for peace. 

Though we sometimes choose wrong, God is with us and will  

Be with us on the road all along. 

(Chorus) 

 

 

 



TOGETHER – VT 389 
 

(Vs. 1)  I will sing with you, my family will you sing with me? (repeat) 

The notes won’t always come out as I’d like, 

But I will learn to see the log in my own eye. 
 

Chorus:  God I’ll surrender.  Bring us together, bring us together. 
 

(Vs. 2)  I will sing with you, my neighbor, will you sing with me?  

(repeat) 

My words will be imperfect, but I’ll try. 

Bringing my assumptions to the light, I’ll pray. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 3)  I will sing with you, my rival, will you sing with me?  (repeat) 

Difference is a place where God is found. 

In seeking peace, we’re walking onto holy ground. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Vs. 4)  We will sing our song together, sing in harmony  

We will sing our song together, whether two or three 

Jesus feels our pain, he sets us free.   

The Spirit’s given us this song of hope to sing. 

(Chorus) 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - Voices Together 961 

 

Leader: We have witnessed your commitment to Christ and we 

recognize you as members in this congregation. 
 

People: We welcome you with joy 

                             As companions on the journey of faith. 

              We commit ourselves 

                             to fellowship and worship, 

                             service and witness, 

                             as partners in God’s mission. 

              We receive you as Christ has received us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC CONVERSATION with Kelsey Driedger  

 

Hi everyone,  

 

This past year I attended Brandon University and completed my pre-

nursing requirements. Since moving home for summer I have 

continued working at the Altona Hospital as a Health Care Aide and 

was recently accepted into Brandon University’s Bachelor of Nursing 

Program for the fall of 2025.  

 

I have always felt a calling to work as a nurse and appreciate the many 

different job opportunities in nursing. Currently, working in labour and 

delivery interests me the most but there are a few other specialty fields 

that appeal to me.  

 

This past year of school has been challenging due to the heavier 

workload and it was difficult being away from my family and 

community but I have enjoyed getting familiar with the city and 

campus. I chose Brandon University because their campus and class 

sizes are smaller, which allow more opportunities to talk to the 

professors and connect with other students.  

 

My faith is at the core of who I am and how I interact with the world 

around me. My beliefs have helped me develop a strong sense of 

justice and a deep compassion for all people. I show God’s love 

through my work by showing my patients respect and listening to 

what they need. I believe that these values will help me succeed as a 

nurse.  

 

I anticipate that my next years of schooling will require a lot of time 

and energy but I look forward to gaining some skills and valuable 

experiences through the nursing program.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bergthaler Mennonite Church of Altona 117-2nd St NW/R0G 0B1 

Web Page Address:  abchurchcommunity.ca   Office:  324.6717  

E-mail: office@abchurch.ca  Facebook: ABC community 

 Worship Services available online at:  abchurchcommunity.ca 

Lead Pastor: Mark Tiessen-Dyck: 324.5990, C 1.204.771.3406, marktd@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor: Virginia Gerbrandt Richert, C 304.6119  virginiagr@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor of Youth Ministries: Terrell Wiebe, 204.216.0058, 

C 204.417.8200, terrellw@abchurch.ca 
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