-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH of ALTONA-
Sunday, June 15, 2025, 10:30 am

Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation. Exodus 19:6

Announcements

Praising God

Hymn Here | Am to Worship VT 227
Call to Worship and Prayer

Hymn This is Amazing Grace
Offering Here by the Water VT 629

Hearing God’s Story
Children'’s Story
Scripture Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 17:1-9; Exodus 19:3-6

Sermon Elected to Serve: A Holy Job Description
Living in Hope

Hymn Oceans VT 456

Congregational Prayer

Benediction

Hymn How Great Is Our God VT 116

Sermon: Terrell Wiebe Worship Leading: Melissa Tiessen-Dyck
Music: ABC Youth Children’s Story: Delores Enns

We are in the midst of a sermon series called Why the Old Testament
Matters. This series will address questions and misconceptions we have
about the Old Testament, explore important themes in the Old Testament,
and rediscover how the Old Testament shapes our faith and life as
Christians.

May 11: Reading Scripture as God's Story. Speaker: Mark

May 18: Creation. Speaker: Virginia

May 25: Fall. Speaker: Mark

June 1: Exodus. Speaker: Virginia

June 8: Church Picnic, Pentecost, Communion

June 15: God Calls a People. Speaker: Terrell

June 22: The Old Testament and Jesus. Speaker: Mark

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
- PRAYER AND PRAISE -

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to:
Val Sawatzky- June 15, Freida Sawatzky- June 18, Helen Kuhl- June 18,
Mark Penner- June 20, Rowan Wiebe- June 20

Hospitalized: Henry Klassen and Gert Hildebrand are in the Altona
Health Centre and Sally Funk is in the Notre Dame Health Centre.

International Witness: Thank God for the literacy project and for new
financing. In the D. R. Congo, the women are learning to teach and read
which allows them to participate more fully in their churches. Pray that
the women leaders will continue to improve their reading and ministry
skills through the project.

- THIS WEEK AT ABC -
Sun. June 15, 10:30 am: Worship service.
Tue. June 17, 10:30 am: Coffee with the Church staff.
Wed. June 18, 6:45 -9 pm: Matheson Island meeting.

Build A Village is supporting a new family coming into Altona. There are
5 children ranging from ages 8-16 years old. Our Church is asked to
provide the following items. If you are able to provide items from this list,
please let Ang in the office know by the end of June.

12 rolls toilet paper 8 chap sticks

3 packages feminine products 1 bathroom garbage can

3 packages panty liners 1 mop and pail

1 bathmat 3 new pillows

1 shower curtain and hooks 1 kitchen garbage can and garbage bags
1 large Vaseline

Office Administration Summer Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday from 9 am-12 noon.

Our Church is hosting Kelbessa Muleta Demena, Vice President of
Meserete Kristos Church (MKC, the Mennonite Church in Ethiopia). This
is an opportunity to hear about God'’s activity in Ethiopia and the growth
of the largest Mennonite denomination in the world. Tuesday, June 24,
7 pm dessert will be served.



Rejoice Subscriptions: If you are interested in renewing your Rejoice
subscription or starting a subscription, please contact Ang in the office.
The cost is $58.25. The deadline is Tuesday, June 17.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wildfire Resourcing: Thousands of evacuees have been brought to
Winnipeg from Northern Communities impacted by wildfires. Here are a
few ways to respond either through volunteering, material or money
donations:

- Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS). Connect to MDS, carry items in
your car to offer people you might see needing help, and pray for rain.
Volunteer with MDS - Please contact MDS directly (email

preferred). mbwildfires@mds.org, (204) 479-2485. MDS has partnered
with the Canadian Red Cross to service a large reception centre for
wildfire evacuees in Winnipeg, Manitoba. MDS volunteers welcome
evacuees to the centre at 770 Leila Avenue, directing them to sleeping
accommodations and distributing food and essential hygiene supplies.
- Southern Chief's Organization are asking for material donations, at
various drop-off locations in Winnipeg.
https://scoinc.mb.ca/donations-to-support-northern-relatives/.

- 102.3 FM radio (along with 30 radio stations in MB) is coordinating a
donation drive for Red Cross, "MB DAY OF CARING". The Government of
Canada and the Government of Manitoba will match donations to the
2025 Manitoba Wildfires Appeal from May 28 to June 27, 2025. Every $1
donated will become $3 to support the families and individuals most
affected by the wildfires.
https://qgive.redcross.ca/page/25MWFA-MBDAYOFCARING

Let's keep praying for the wildfire situation in Manitoba and western
Ontario. Pray for those fighting the fires, for community leaders
organizing responses, for evacuees displaced throughout Manitoba
(including members of Living Word Church in Cross Lake), and for
volunteers supporting these evacuees. Thank you to MCM
congregations and individuals who have given their time and resources
to help out!

Pray for our Congregations - Whitewater Mennonite Church: A small
group of people committing to the way of Jesus Christ and to each other.
Pray that they would know God's abiding love for them, that they would
hear God's prompting, that they would see God at work locally, and that
they would cooperate with God's work unreservedly.

FROM THE PASTOR - Mark Tiessen-Dyck

My thoughts on the invitation-only funeral:

The pandemic accelerated the trend toward smaller and sometimes invitation-
only funerals. | was honoured to be part of several small funerals during the
pandemic. These gatherings had an intimate, informal, healing quality. Sometimes
a smaller funeral is chosen because this type of gathering is desired and needed.
| hope that families do find a time and place for an intimate gathering where
memories and stories are shared freely. | advocate for this type of event to occur
in addition to (not instead of) a public funeral or memorial service.

Sometimes, an invitation-only funeral is the wish of the deceased. The reasons for
this wish could be that the deceased did not enjoy the spotlight, or that the
deceased themselves did not relish attending funerals particularly ones with
excessive or unjustified admiration for the person who died. | hear this sentiment
expressed often: “so many funerals are filled with people heaping praise on the
deceased and | don't need to be praised like that!”

| also have a negative reaction to funerals whose goal is to praise the individual
beyond recognition. When | preach at a funeral, | attempt to bring the deceased's
life into conversation with God's story. Emphasizing God's faithfulness frees us to
explore the whole of life including our accomplishments and faults. In my final
prayer at a funeral, | always thank God for the forgiveness or sins, recognizing
that like us all, the deceased was a sinner in need of grace (even though a funeral
is not an appropriate time for taking a magnifying glass to people’s sins).

However, I'm not sure the request for an invitation-only funeral is the correct
response to concerns over how funerals are done. While | appreciate the impulse
to humility, there is something not humble about requesting an invitation-only
funeral because it puts your wishes at the centre, above everybody else’s. This
deprives others who would choose to honour or celebrate your life from doing
so. It places the burden on your family of deciding who to invite and who not to
(always some difficult and awkward choices). An invitation-only funeral can be
difficult for people in the church who would appreciate the opportunity to grieve
and remember but don't get invited because they are not relatives or close
enough friends. There is something genuinely humble about entrusting to family,
church, and community how you are remembered and how your story is told.

| share these thoughts not to induce guilt or regret or to tell you what to do, but
rather as an invitation to ponder. Shifts and trends should be engaged critically:
What does this mean? What are the implications? For those who have requested
a private funeral or intend private funerals for a spouse or parent, | Invite you to
consider the implications and remember the value that funerals have for the
larger community as the opportunity to grieve and mark a death.

| do consider it an honour to lead funerals no matter the arrangements and | will
do so regardless of you or your family’s choices about who attends.
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