
 

-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH  of ALTONA- 

Sunday, July 6, 2025, 10:30 am 
 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 

are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with 

boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.  Hebrews 4:15-16 

 

Praising God 

Hymn   What is This Place?  HWB 1  

Call to Worship and Prayer 

Hymn   I Stand Amazed in the Presence  HWB 528 

Offering For God So Loved Us  HWB 197  
 

Hearing God’s Story  

Scripture Hebrews 4:14 - 5:10 

Sermon Approaching the Divine  
 

Living in Hope 

Hymn    What a Friend We Have in Jesus  HWB 573 

Congregational Prayer 

Benediction 

Hymn  Go My Children  HWB 433 
      
 

Sermon:  Terrell Wiebe 

Worship Leading: Mary Anne Loeppky   

Music: Margaret Klassen 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

We are continuing our worship series on the book of Hebrews 

exploring the major themes such as Jesus’ humanity, his suffering 

and sacrifice, Jesus’ role as high priest and how the new covenant 

relates to the old. 

June 29:  Speaker:  Virginia 

July 6:     Speaker:  Terrell 

July 13:   Speaker: Mark 

July 20:   Speaker:  Virginia 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE –  
 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Gavin Wahl- July 5, Sandy Friesen- July 6, Joe Wiens- July 6,  

Edith Friesen- July 7, John Kroeker- July 7, Erna Loeppky- July 9  
 

Hospitalized:  Henry Klassen, Gert Hildebrand and Betty Heinrichs 

are in the Altona Health Centre and Sally Funk is in the Notre Dame 

Health Centre. 
 

Praying for our camp workers this week: 

Camp Assiniboia - Martin Vallejos 

Camp Koinonia – Natalie Enns, Nicholas Funk 

Winkler Bible Camp – Esme Ginter. 
 

 

Children's bulletins are available on the table at the top of the stairs 

beside the offering box. 
 

This week Mennonites from across Canada gathered in Waterloo, 

Ontario for the Mennonite Church Canada Gathering 2025. The 

theme was "Each has a Gift" from 1 Peter 4:10. The gathering 

included Bible studies and worship services, naming of priorities 

moving forward and first hand testimonies, as well as many 

workshops and times for fellowship. While those of us who did not 

go cannot get the full experience from Altona, we can watch the 

livestream videos of the main speakers to get a sense of some of the 

topics discussed. I encourage you to check out this link and watch a 

video or two.  

https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/Gathering2025/links 
 

Pastors’ Vacation/Time Away:   

Mark:  Aug. 4-11 

Virginia:  July 4-6, Aug. 25-31 

Terrell:  July 8-13, Matheson Island: July 21-25,  

Camp Pastor: Aug. 4-8, Aug. 12-24.  

Not all of our summer vacation plans are firmly decided, but we will 

let the church know through bulletin announcements when pastors will 

be away from the church. 
 

 

 

https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/Gathering2025/links


Matheson Island Camp:  Any baking being brought to the church 

can be placed in the basement freezer. Thank you to all who have 

donated so far! If you would still like to offer some, please let Terrell 

know.  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and 

additional community announcements. 
 

Eden Foundation’s 18th  annual Tractor Trek on July 12 at the Eden 

Mental Health Centre in Winkler. 

You can support Tractor Trek in many ways: 

* Register to ride a tractor and get friends & family to support your 

ride 

* Donate to the Tractor Trek event directly 

* Come out to the event and enjoy the Show & Shine and BBQ 
 

Camp volunteers needed: Especially Health Officers and Kitchen 

Staff at Camp Assiniboia. Please check the specific dates and needs 

at www.campswithmeaning.org/staff or call the camp office at 204-

895-2267. If you can't volunteer please encourage others. 
 

The MCM Faith and Life Male Choir is inviting a few more 

singers! Please contact Paul Dueck if you’re interested 431-458-5681 
 

Altona Gospel Festival:  Sat, Aug. 16 starting at noon, and going 

until 8:30 at the Altona Park.  There will be food trucks on site, and 

admission is free.  We will be taking offerings with all net proceeds 

going to the YFC in Altona.  
 

You are invited to the 100th celebration of Blumenort Mennonite 

Church (Rosetown) on July 12, 13. Join us for a time of worship, 

thanksgiving and fellowship. More details and a link to register can 

be found on our website or call the church at 327-5208. 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bergthaler Mennonite Church of Altona 117-2nd St NW/R0G 0B1 

Web Page Address:  abchurchcommunity.ca   Office:  324.6717  

E-mail: office@abchurch.ca  Facebook: ABC community 

 Worship Services available online at:  abchurchcommunity.ca 

Lead Pastor: Mark Tiessen-Dyck: 324.5990, C 1.204.771.3406, marktd@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor: Virginia Gerbrandt Richert, C 304.6119  virginiagr@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor of Youth Ministries: Terrell Wiebe, 204.216.0058, 

C 204.417.8200, terrellw@abchurch.ca 

 

FROM THE PASTOR –Mark Tiessen-Dyck 
 

In 2021, while still embroiled in the pandemic, we conducted a 

church survey with Natural Church Development (NCD). The survey 

indicated we needed to give significant attention to certain areas of 

our congregational health. In the last four years, we have responded 

and worked on this.   
 

After recent discussions at Church Council and Spiritual Advisory 

Committee, we’ve decided that it’s the right time to do another 

survey. Just as it’s important to go to the doctor for a check up every 

so often, it’s good for a church to assess its health periodically. 
 

NCD began in 1989 by doing extensive world-wide research seeking 

to identify the characteristics of healthy, thriving, and sustainably 

growing churches. The NCD system identifies eight “quality 

characteristics” of healthy churches: empowering leadership,  

gift-based ministry, passionate spirituality, effective structures,  

inspiring worship, holistic small groups, need-oriented evangelism 

and loving relationships. (The adjective is more important than the 

noun. For example, it’s not about having authoritative leadership or 

as much leadership as possible, but whether your leadership 

is empowering). 
 

NCD is far from perfect and I have some critiques. However, the 

resources they offer—including easy to administer church surveys at 

a reasonable cost—have been a valuable tool for our church.  
 

30 individuals will take the survey on behalf of the church. As 

required by the survey, these people are core contributors to the life 

of ABC. In addition to the “official survey” (which is done 

electronically), we want to give everyone else who wishes the 

opportunity to contribute by completing a paper copy of the survey. 

There are copies available on the usher’s table or from the church 

office. Copies need to be returned to myself or the church office by 

July 15. 
 

Myself and others are committed to discerning and responding 

appropriately to what we find. I trust that God, who is always at work 

among us, will be active in this process as we seek to become a 

healthier church. I hope to share the results of the survey with the 

church in the future. 
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