
 
-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH  of ALTONA-  

Sunday,  August 31,  2025,  10:30 am 
 

 “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his 

arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept.”   

Genesis 33:4 

 

Praising God 

Hymn   Christ Has No Body  VT 568 (words in bulletin) 

Call to Worship and Prayer 

Hymn   Be Thou My Vision  HWB 545 

Offering Gratitude (words in bulletin) 

  

Hearing God’s Story  

Scripture Genesis 32:3-11; 33:1-4; 35:1-3 

Sermon Welcome Home! 

 

Living in Hope 

Hymn    Great Is Thy Faithfulness  HWB 327 

Congregational Prayer 

Benediction 

Hymn  The Blessing  (words in bulletin) 

                 

Sermon:  Terrell Wiebe 

Worship Leading: Mark Tiessen-Dyck  

Music: Alyssa and Josh Neufeld and Amy Penner 

CHU RCH ANNOUNCEM ENTS  
 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE  –  
 

Hospitalized:  Shirley Schellenberg is in the Altona Health Centre.   

Bill Driedger is in the Boundary Trails Health Centre.   
 

 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Martha Friesen- Aug. 31, Marge Hiebert- Aug. 31, Anne Kehler- Sept. 1, 

Gerald Voth- Sept. 2, Gail Braun- Sept. 5,  

Ken Penner- Sept. 5, Irene Friesen- Sept. 6 
 

International Witness:  In March, the government of Israel imposed a 

blockade of humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, leading to widespread 

malnutrition and starvation. Let us continue to pray for families 

throughout Gaza, the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Israel who have 

lost loved ones, homes, health, and hope in the devastating war, and for 

the churches in these regions, that their witness to the peace and justice 

of God's kingdom remain strong. Pray that the regional and 

international political leaders would turn toward compassion and 

equality for all. 
 

Our condolences are extended to Norma Enns on the passing of her 

sister Alvina Derkson who passed away on August 19.  The funeral 

service was held on August 24 in Winkler.   
 

Norma Enns has a new home in the Gardens on Tenth apartments room 

#211. 

 

September 7 -  All are invited to a KICKOFF fellowship lunch after the 

service.  We hope to eat outdoors.  Please bring lawn chairs,  

salad or dessert (to share).  Hot dogs will be served.  Coffee, water and 

dishes/cutlery will be supplied.  (If the weather is not suitable, the lunch 

will be in basement fellowship hall). 
 

 

 

 

- T H I S  W E E K  A T  A B C -  

Sunday, Aug. 31, 10:30 am:  Worship service 

Tuesday, Sept. 2, 10:30 am:  Coffee with the Church staff.  

Wednesday, Sept. 3, 7:00 - 8:15 pm  Grade 7 night! An 

introduction to youth. Come play games, eat snacks, and 

find out what youth events are all about.  

 
 



ABC is putting together a few groups for The Community Exchange 

Golf Tournament on Thursday, September 18th. It is a 4:30pm shotgun 

start at the Oakview Golf & Country Club. Cost: $100/golfer (includes 

cart and meal). If you are interested, please let Terrell know this week. 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and 

additional community announcements. 
 

Do you enjoy singing in a choir?  Inviting adults of all ages to come 

and join the Southern Manitoba Choral Society this fall as we sing 

together in harmony. Practices are on Tuesday evenings 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.  

Starting on September 9, at W.C. Miller Collegiate in the Music Room.  

Note: the first practice on Sept. 9th will be held at Altona Bergthaler 

Church.  Conductor: Ben Kroeker, 

Pianist: Loren Hiebert.  Cost: $35 for the session. 

*Cheque or Cash only please. *Auditioning not required. 

*Practice starts promptly at 6:30 p.m., so please arrive early on Tuesday, 

September 9th to allow time for registration.  

For more information, please contact Sarah Dueck @ 204-324-7144. 
 

MCC:  As fall approaches and harvest draws near, it’s the perfect time to 

see your impact grow. When you sponsor an acre through Grow Hope, 

you help provide tools, seeds and training for farmers around the world 

– and essential food for families in vulnerable circumstances. Learn more 

or donate at mcc.org/manitoba/GrowHope today!  
 

Stories in Song:  Paraguay Comes to Canada:  Join us for a free 

evening as talented students from a slum in Paraguay take the stage 

with traditional Paraguayan music, authentic instruments and colourful 

dances.  Hear inspiring stories of hope made possible through the 

power of education and unwavering faith in God.  Friday, Sept. 26, 7 pm 

and the EMMC in Winkler.  No tickets required and a free will offering 

will be received.   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bergthaler Mennonite Church of Altona 117-2nd St NW/R0G 0B1 

Web Page Address:  abchurchcommunity.ca   Office:  324.6717  

E-mail: office@abchurch.ca  Facebook: ABC community 

 Worship Services available online at:  abchurchcommunity.ca 

Lead Pastor: Mark Tiessen-Dyck: 324.5990, C 1.204.771.3406, marktd@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor: Virginia Gerbrandt Richert, C 304.6119  virginiagr@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor of Youth Ministries: Terrell Wiebe, 204.216.0058, 

C 204.417.8200, terrellw@abchurch.ca 

 

FROM THE PASTOR –  Terrel l  Wiebe 
 

 

A theme of my reading over the past year has been on having faith 

conversations with those who disagree with us. Below are excerpts 

from three of those books. If you would like to borrow any of these 

books or chat about the topic with me, I would love that! 
 

Jesus Takes a Side: Embracing the Political Demands of the Gospel – 

Jonny Rashid:  Cone is making it plain that Christianity is good news 

for the oppressed, purposed to liberate them. He is saying that a 

gospel that doesn't liberate is no gospel at all, and that to not 

understand Jesus as identifying with the oppressed is to not know 

Jesus at all…  Whether we learn how we are oppressed, or how we are 

complicit in oppression, the gospel is good news for all of us because 

it liberates us all. 
 

How to Have an Enemy: Righteous Anger and the Work of Peace – 

Melissa Florer–Bixler:  The good news of Jesus Christ is for the 

redemption of the world, for victims and victimizers, for oppressed and 

oppressors, for the way destruction is borne in each of us. The gospel 

is good news for the mother who catches her breath each time her 

Black child walks out the door, afraid of a deadly encounter with a cop. 

The gospel is good news for ICE agents who need to be saved from 

destruction to themselves and others...  We come to learn that our 

redemption from sin and death is also redemption from the 

devastation and violence we enact on one another. 
 

Love Matters More: How Fighting to be Right Keeps us from Loving Like 

Jesus – Jared Byas:  And so when we ask, "Is the Bible true?" the Bible 

resists an answer. Instead it asks, "Are you living truthfully?" And if we 

do not know, we may ask, "Are we setting people free, including 

ourselves?" If not, then perhaps our beliefs aren't as close to the truth 

as we might think.  Truth is alluring because it promises a destination, 

a place of rest. But Jesus says he will give us rest (see Matthew 11:28). 

When we are weary and burdened, we go to Jesus, not to the safety 

we find in being right about our opinions—a way of finding rest that 

is unstable. And we know it's unstable, so we fight desperately to keep 

it. We fight against other people who disagree with us because we are 

so afraid of losing that feeling of safety and security. 
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CHRIST HAS NO BODY HERE BUT OURS  VT 568 
 

(Vs. 1) Christ has no body here but ours 

No hands, no feet here on earth but ours 

Ours the eyes through which he looks 

On this world with kindness 
 

(Vs. 2) Ours are the hands through which he works 

Ours are the feet on which he moves 

Ours the voices through which he speaks 

To this world with kindness 
 

(Chorus) Through our touch, our smile, our listening ear 

Embodied in us, Jesus is living here 

Let us go now, inspirited 

Into this world with kindness 

 

GRATITUDE 
 

All my words fall short. I got nothing new 

How could I express All my gratitude? 

I could sing these songs As I often do 

But every song must end, and you never do 
 

(Chorus) So I throw up my hands and praise you again and again 

'Cause all that I have is a hallelujah, hallelujah 

And I know it's not much but I've nothing else fit for a King 

Except for a heart singing hallelujah hallelujah 
 

(vs) I've got one response, I've got just one move 

With my arm stretched wide I will worship You 
 

(Chorus) 
 

So come on, my soul.  Oh, don't you get shy on me 

Lift up your song, 'cause you've got a lion inside of those lungs 

Get up and praise the Lord (Repeat) 

Praise the Lord (Repeat) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His face toward you 

And give you peace.  (X2)  
 

Amen, amen, amen, Amen, amen, amen 
 

May His favor be upon you, and a thousand generations 

And your family and your children and their children, and their 

children (x2)  
 

May His presence go before you and behind you, and beside you 

All around you, and within you. He is with you, he is with you 

In the morning, in the evening. In your coming, and your going 

In your weeping, and rejoicing 

He is for you, he is for you.  He is, He is.   

Amen (repeat) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


