
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One: God in our desert, you are our peace in all places.  
 

Many: Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.  
 

One: Thus says the Lord God: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”  
 

Many: Can these dry bones live?  
 

One: The wind of God moves among these dry bones. Stand and live!  
 

(Everyone stand)  
 

Many: We are the people of God, a vast multitude, filled with God’s 

Spirit.  
 

One: “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.  

I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 

have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.  
 

All: You are the only source of true life, O God. You breathe new life 

into our dry bones and fill us with your peace.  

We stand before you, ready to enter your story and be amazed. 

 

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE AND COMMITMENT: 
 

Ada and Isabelle, you are  wonderful gifts from God and we celebrate that 

you are dedicated to God. We welcome you as a valuable part of our 

congregation and promise to be a community where you learn about 

God’s love for you and Christ’s invitation to you. 
 

Derek and Josee, we will support your efforts to provide a loving and 

caring home where trust in God grows and Christ may be known. Our 

prayers are with you and for you. May our shared life and witness help 

you grow as a family in faithfulness and joy. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY- BE AMAZED  
 

One:  We have been wandering in the dark, our spirits dry and cracked 

from conflict, aching for peace to pour into crevices to revive us. 
 

Many:  Come, Peace of the world.  Come amaze us. 
 

All:  May Your peace fill the cracks in our dry, brittle bones.  Bind us 

together, strengthen and unite us, that we might dance! 
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He led me through them all around, and I saw that there were a great many 

bones on the valley floor, and they were very dry. He asked me, “Human one, 

can these bones live again?”  Ezekiel 37:2 

Praising God 

Call to Worship and Prayer        

Hymn                  Prepare the Way! The Prophet Called  VT 220 
 

Celebrating God’s Gifts 

ABC Conversation with the Voth Family 

Hymn                  Today Earth is Singing  VT 510 

Dedicating Ada and Isabelle Voth 

Offering and prayer He Came Down  VT 239 
 

Hearing God’s Story 

Children’s Story 

Candle Lighting              

Scripture            Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Sermon               Can these bones live? 
 

Living in Hope 

Hymn                      Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                  

             VT 218                

Congregational Prayer 

Benediction 

Hymn                  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   VT 247 
 

Sermon:  Mark Tiessen-Dyck  Worship Leading: Amanda Wiens 

Music:  Glenys Voth  Children’s Story: Tara Funke-Friesen 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our Advent worship series is called “Be Amazed.” As we wait for 

Christ’s coming through Advent and Christmas, we will be invited to be 

amazed at the works of God past, present, and future. 
 

Nov 30:  First Advent. Hope in the Furnace. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 7:  Second Advent. Peace in the Valley. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 14:  Third Advent. Joy in the Desert. Speaker: Terrell 

Dec 21:  Children’s Christmas Program. “So You Wanna Be Mary?” 

Dec 24:  6:30pm. Candlelight service at Altona Mennonite Church 

Dec 25:  10:30am. Christmas Day. Love Comes Down. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 28  Informal Carol Singing led by Glenys Voth 

Jan 4:  Epiphany. Come and See. Speaker: Terrell 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE –  
 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Denise Fast- December 9 

Hospitalized:  Norma Enns is in the Altona Health Centre.  Leona 

Braun is at Boundary Trails Health Centre. 
 

Our love and sympathy are extended to Wilf and Marge Hiebert on 

the passing of Wilf’s sister, Sue O’Brien who passed away on Nov. 21,  

The funeral service will be held in March. 

Global Companion of the Month – Guatemala:  Formed at the 

height of violent conflict in Central America, SEMILLA seminary 

challenges its students to live the gospel message of peace, justice, 

and compassionate service in their congregations and communities. 

Read more:  

https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/IWCompanionoftheMonth-

Dec2025 

There will not be an adult Sunday school class this Sunday. 
 

Pastor Terrell is on his weekend off.  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help with Sunday school music 

in the new year! If you would be willing to help lead our Sunday 

school children in singing, please talk to Jolene Friesen-Stoesz or 

Stephanie Rempel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and 

additional community announcements. 
 

Altona Community Christmas Dinner, Dec. 25, 11am -1:30 pm at 

the Pioneer Centre and is open to everyone. Those wanting to 

support the dinner are invited to consider sharing the costs of 

grocery items. This is not a fundraising meal however if there are 

proceeds they will go to the Rhineland Empty Stocking Fund. 

Cheques can be made payable to Altona Community Christmas 

Dinner and collected at the church office or accepted at Access 

Credit Union.  Volunteer opportunities are available before the 25th 

and on Christmas Day as well. E-mail questions and e-transfer:  

altonachristmasdinner@gmail.com 
 

MCM is hosting Winnipeg’s ecumenical service that begins the 2026 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. January 18, 7:30pm at First 

Mennonite Church. Consider joining the choir, which will rehearse at 

First Mennonite January 4 and 11, 6:30pm. It would be great to have 

strong MCM representation for this! 
 

Winkler Bible Camp:  Christmas Glow in the Country is a great way 

to spend quality time with your family or friends and celebrate the 

season! Come take a leisurely drive through the 2 km route in the 

comfort of your vehicle, tune your radio to our Christmas Glow 

station and enjoy the festive displays and goodies. Purchase your 

tickets online on our Christmas Glow in the Country website! 
 

MCC:  This Christmas, give a gift that transform lives across the 

globe. Choose from gifts like goats, clean water, fruit trees or gifts for 

peace. Shop gifts of comfort and joy that promote peace in MCC’s 

Christmas Giving Guide.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Bergthaler Mennonite Church of Altona 117-2nd St NW/R0G 0B1 

Web Page Address:  abchurchcommunity.ca   Office:  324.6717  

E-mail: office@abchurch.ca  Facebook: ABC community 

 Worship Services available online at:  abchurchcommunity.ca 

Lead Pastor: Mark Tiessen-Dyck: 324.5990, C 1.204.771.3406, marktd@abchurch.ca 

Associate Pastor of Youth Ministries:  

Terrell Wiebe C 204.417.8200, terrellw@abchurch.ca 

 

-  THIS WEEK AT ABC –  

Sun. Dec. 7, 9:15 am:  Sunday school for ages 3-grade 12 

Sun. Dec. 7, 10:30 am:  Worship service 

Sun. Dec. 7, noon:  Lunch and fall meeting. 

Tue. Dec. 9, 10:30 am:  Coffee with church staff 

Wed. Dec. 10, 6-8 pm:  All youth Christmas Banquet! Finger 

food potluck. Bring something to share.   
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