
 

 

-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH  of ALTONA-  

Sunday,  December 21,  2025,  10:30 am 
 

 

Gathering in Worship  

Welcome 

Hymn       O Come, All Ye Faithful  VT 241 

Scripture  Luke 2:1-20 

Prayer 
 

Telling the Christmas Story, "So You Wanna Be Mary?" 

Scene 1   The Audition Begins! 

Offering   Joy to the World  VT 240 

Scene 2   The Flock 

Hymn      Away in a Manger  VT 257 

Scene 3   Minor Yet Essential Parts 

Scene 4   The Stars of Bethlehem 

Hymn      O Little Town of Bethlehem  VT 245 

Scene 5   The Magi 

Scene 6   Mary 

Scene 7   Everyone Has a Part to Play!  
 

Living the Story 

Hymn:  Go Tell It on the Mountain  VT 252  

Benediction 
 

“So you Wanna Be Mary?” was written by Kathy Giesbrecht for Home 

Street Mennonite Church. We have adapted it for our use  

here at ABC. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our Advent worship series is called “Be Amazed.” As we wait for 

Christ’s coming through Advent and Christmas, we will be invited to be 

amazed at the works of God past, present, and future. 
 

Nov 30:  First Advent. Hope in the Furnace. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 7:  Second Advent. Peace in the Valley. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 14:  Third Advent. Joy in the Desert. Speaker: Terrell 

Dec 21:  Children’s Christmas Program. “So You Wanna Be Mary?” 

Dec 24:  6:30pm. Candlelight service at Altona Mennonite Church 

Dec 25:  10:30am. Christmas Day. Love Comes Down. Speaker: Mark 

Dec 28  Informal Carol Singing led by Glenys Voth 

Jan 4:  Epiphany. Come and See. Speaker: Terrell 

“SO YOU WANT TO BE MARY?” CAST: 
 

Host 1 - Carter Penner 

Host 2 - Claire Ginter 

Judge 1 - Rowan Wiebe 

Judge 2 - Shelby Penner 

Judge 3 - Sophia Friesen Stoesz 

Security - Jacob Friesen Stoesz 

The Flock - Charlie Penner, Jaxon Friesen, Oliver Neufeld, Ivan Wiebe 

Elizabeth - Lily Niemczak 

Mary’s Donkey - Jack Wiens 

Angel – Caroline Norton 

Drummer Boy - Ben Falk 

Drummer Boy - Miles Hildebrandt 

Roman Soldier - Atlas Friesen 

Stars (of Bethlehem) - Maverick Friesen, Ada Voth, Cora Richert, 

Maisy Hildebrandt, Evie Fast 

Magi/Wise Girls - Hannah Tiessen-Dyck, Emma Falk, Tessa Fast 

Marys - Hazel Ginter, Leah Tiessen-Dyck, Maida Richert 

Stage help - Julia Wiens 

Luke 2 reading -  Esme Ginter 

Piano – Margaret Klassen 

 

CHU RCH ANNOUNCEM ENTS  
 

-  PRAYER AND PRAISE  –  
 

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to: 

Arlo Penner- Dec. 21, Esme Ginter- Dec. 23,  

Melissa Tiessen-Dyck- Dec. 27 
 

Hospitalized:  Norma Enns is in the Altona Health Centre. 
 

Thank you for the prayers, words of support, gifts of food, and other 

ways that you are church family supported us following the passing of 

Bill and Theodore. - The Dora Driedger family 

 

-  THIS WEEK AT ABC –  

Sun. Dec. 21, 10:30 am:  Children’s program 

Tue. Dec. 23,10:30 am:  Coffee with church staff 

Tue. Dec. 23:  2:30-4:00 Youth are invited to Buffalo Apartments 

to help make centrepieces for the Altona Christmas meal, visit, 

and eat snacks. See you there!  



Linda Elias has moved to Winkler.  She can be reached at:  273 2nd St. 

Winkler, R6W 2S6, 204-319-0283. 
 

We are looking for two more ushers to join the usher team.  If you are 

interested, please talk to Joe Wiens. 
 

You are invited to join the choir on Christmas morning. Come for 

rehearsal at 9:30 am.  Music is available on the table in the lobby.  Please 

bring your copy to church on Christmas morning.  Contact Hilda Franz 

with any questions. 
 

Sunday, December 28, the church service of traditional Christmas carol 

singing will be in the basement.   
 

Year end donations can be made by noon on December 31. You are 

welcome to drop them off at Keystone Kat or Laurie's home at 168 

Elmcrest Dr. The church office will not be open consistently from the  

29-31.  Alternatively, if it works better for you, Laurie is happy to come 

to you and pick up the donation.  You can reach her at 1.204.981.4248. 
 

Adult Sunday school will meet next on Jan. 11. 
  

The Church office will be closed from December 25 to January 1. 

Ang will only be in the office on an “as needed” basis during this time.  

There will be no Tuesday coffee on December 30.  Pastor Terrell will be 

on vacation From December 26 to January 1.  Pastor Mark will be taking 

some time off and working flexibly from December 26 to January 2. You 

are welcome to be in touch with Pastor Mark during this time if you 

need to contact a pastor. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help with Sunday school music in the 

new year! If you would be willing to help lead our Sunday school 

children in singing, please talk to Jolene Friesen-Stoesz or Stephanie 

Rempel. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and 

additional community announcements. 
 

 

Delivery for the Empty Stocking is done for this Christmas, but we are 

still well short of reaching our fundraising goal for this year.  If you are 

still wishing to donate, donations are accepted at Access CU in Altona 

and Plum Coulee or by e-transfer torhinelandesf@gmail.com  Please 

include your name and mailing address in the message field to receive a 

tax receipt for your donation. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETING FROM MICHAEL PAHL,  

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 

 

Just over 2,000 years ago, the whole world changed. 
 

At least, that’s what we as Christians believe. 
 

Because just over 2,000 years ago, in a humble dwelling somewhere in 

Bethlehem, among the domestic animals of a household unknown to 

history, Jesus was born—God enfleshed as a newborn baby, fully 

human yet, equally, impossibly, fully divine. 
 

We as Christians—and specifically as Mennonites—believe that Jesus 

is the ultimate revelation of God. When we want to discern who God 

is, or how God acts in the world, or what God wants us to be and to 

do, we look to Jesus. 
 

Including Jesus the newborn baby, wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger. 
 

This hints at what we see of Jesus—and of God through Jesus—in the 

years of his ministry that followed. A God who comes in humility, not 

pomp and power. A God whose reign over humanity and all creation 

comes in small things, things as small as a mustard seed, or a tiny baby. 

A God who accomplishes great things not through force or 

domination but through weakness and vulnerability—even, ultimately, 

death on a Roman cross. 
 

This Christmas, as we gather in our churches and our homes to 

celebrate Jesus’ birth, may we pay attention to the small things, the 

humble things, the weak and vulnerable things—and people—around 

us, knowing that it is in and through these that God is most fully 

revealed to us. 
 

On behalf of all of us as MCM staff, I wish you all the hope, joy, peace, 

and love of the season. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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