-BERGTHALER MENNONITE CHURCH of ALTONA-
Sunday, December 14, 2025, 10:30 am

All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!
Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat!

Isaiah 55:1
Praising God
Hymn All Who Are Thirsty VT 49
Call to Worship and Prayer
Hymn O Come O Come Immanuel VT 210

Offering and prayer Breath of Heaven

Hearing God'’s Story
Children'’s Story
Candle Lighting

Scripture Isaiah 55:1-12

Sermon The Good Old Days or God's Good Future?
Living in Hope

Hymn Hope Is a Candle VT 211

Congregational Prayer

Benediction

Hymn What Child Is This? VT 267

Sermon: Terrell Wiebe
Worship Leading: Mark Tiessen-Dyck
Music: Josh and Alyssa Neufeld and Amy Penner
Children’s Story: Caroline Neufeld

Our Advent worship series is called “Be Amazed.” As we wait for
Christ's coming through Advent and Christmas, we will be invited to be
amazed at the works of God past, present, and future.

Nov 30: First Advent. Hope in the Furnace. Speaker: Mark

Dec 7: Second Advent. Peace in the Valley. Speaker: Mark

Dec 14: Third Advent. Joy in the Desert. Speaker: Terrell

Dec 21: Children’s Christmas Program. “So You Wanna Be Mary?”
Dec 24: 6:30pm. Candlelight service at Altona Mennonite Church
Dec 25: 10:30am. Christmas Day. Love Comes Down. Speaker: Mark
Dec 28 Informal Carol Singing led by Glenys Voth

Jan 4: Epiphany. Come and See. Speaker: Terrell

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come, all who hunger and thirst for more—God calls us to the
feast!

Many: We are weary exiles, longing for home, caught in a world
that drains our hope.

One: “Listen, so that you may live! My covenant is everlasting, my
promise sure.”

Many: Can joy reach us here, in this place of waiting?

One: God's vision is higher than the heavens, stretching beyond what
we can see.

Many: The invitation is for all people, from the farthest reaches of
the earth.

One: The word of the Lord does not return empty—it brings forth life!

Many: The mountains and the hills will burst into song, the trees of
the field will clap their hands!

All: You are the source of true joy, O God. You expand our vision,
lifting our eyes beyond the moment, beyond despair, into
amazement. We stand before you, ready to enter your story and be
amazed.

CANDLE LIGHTING

One: We have been wandering in the dark, cold desert of grief and
despair, and we feel heavy, dry and lifeless.

Many: Come, Joy of the world. Come amaze us.

All: May your joy water our thirsty souls, that we may become
fountains of joy, freely sharing your joy with the world.

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
- PRAYER AND PRAISE -

We wish a happy birthday and God’s blessing to:
Joanna Ginter- Dec. 15, Joyce Friesen- Dec. 17,
Sharon Lynn Friesen- Dec. 18

Hospitalized: Norma Enns is in the Altona Health Centre. Leona Braun
is at Boundary Trails Health Centre.

Year end donations can be made by noon on December 31.You are
welcome to drop them off at Keystone Kat or Laurie's home at 168
Elmcrest Dr. The church office will not be open consistently from the
29-31.



You are invited to join the choir on Christmas morning. Come for
rehearsal at 9:30 am.

On behalf of Church Council, thank you for your attendance at last
Sunday's fall update. It was encouraging to share (and hear from you)
some of the initiatives currently underway and planned for 2026. We
continue to appreciate your feedback. It was especially inspiring to see
many of those in attendance "linger" after the meeting to extend the
conversation. We are also pleased to share that Bonnie Friesen and
Colin Reimer expressed their willingness to serve on the Personnel Policy
Review Committee. We will share more details as they become
available. Thanks again.

The Church office will be closed from December 25 to January 1.

Ang will only be in the office on an “as needed"” basis during this time.
There will be no Tuesday coffee on December 30. Pastor Terrell will be
on vacation From December 26 to January 2. Pastor Mark will be taking
some time off and working flexibly from December 26 to January 1. You
are welcome to be in touch with Pastor Mark during this time if you
need to contact a pastor.

We are looking for volunteers to help with Sunday school music in the
new year! If you would be willing to help lead our Sunday school
children in singing, please talk to Jolene Friesen-Stoesz or Stephanie
Rempel.

- THIS WEEK AT ABC -
Sun. Dec. 14, 9:15 am: Sunday school for ages 3-adult
Sun. Dec. 14, 10:30 am: Worship service
Tue. Dec. 16, 10:30 am: Coffee with church staff

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

There are posters on the foyer bulletin board for more information and
additional community announcements.

Altona Palliative Volunteer team will be hosting the “The Longest
Night Memorial Service” on Sun. Dec. 21, 7 pm at Altona Mennonite
Church. If you are grieving the death of a family member, friend, or any
other loss, you are invited to attend.

Altona Community Christmas Dinner, Dec. 25, 11am -1:30 pm at the
Pioneer Centre. There is a need for cookies and/or pastries. Cheques
can be made payable to Altona Community Christmas Dinner and
collected at the church office or accepted at Access Credit Union. E-mail
questions and e-transfer: altonachristmasdinner@gmail.com

FROM THE PASTOR - Terrell Wiebe

Each time our junior and senior high youth groups gather in the south
wing building we begin with something called “"Highs and Lows". This is a
chance to go around the circle and give each person the opportunity to
share a personal highlight and lowlight since the last time we gathered.

We often hear highlights about fun times had with friends, exciting plans,
extracurricular accomplishments, funny stories, and of course, long
weekends. We hear lowlights about lack of sleep, work, stubbed toes, the
weather, and of course, school. From time to time, we will also hear about
serious matters such as the death of a pet, health concerns, and friend
changes.

What | love about "Highs and Lows" is that it gives each person the floor
to share something with the group while also giving the group a chance
to respond to the sharer with follow up questions, shared excitement, or
sympathy. | also love that what is shared is not always something that
would be shared otherwise. Someone might feel like it is bragging to walk
into youth and tell us about the game winning goal they scored on the
weekend, but "Highs and Lows" gives them the chance to tell us. Similarly,
someone might not feel comfortable sharing without being prompted
that their pet died, but “Highs and Lows" gives them the space to share
that news and lets us in on why they might be more somber than
normal. “Highs and Lows" invites us into each other’s lives, allows us to
be a supportive community, and prompts us to hold each other in prayer.

| appreciate "Highs and Lows” as it allows me to be a more pastoral
presence in the lives of our teens. It also gives me the opportunity to
prayerfully reflect on my day, both the good and the bad.

Could you use more promptings to share about the highs and lows of
your day? | encourage you to ask someone else for their highs and lows
and be prepared to share your own. Perhaps, like me, it will lead you to a
time of prayer to God for gratitude and mercy.
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